ESCAPE FROM 
THE FOREST 
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| DON'T WANT TO BE 
FEARED! | WANT TO BE 
LOVED, AND | THOUGHT 
YOU LOVED ME. 


| DO LOVE 
YOU. 


| WON'T JOIN 
SHADOWCLAN. 


ІМ SORRY. 
| CANT. 
| WON'T. 


BUT...SASHA, 
THINK WHAT IM 
OFFERING YOU! 


YOU WOULD 
BE BESIDE ME. 
EVERY CAT WOULD 


| JUST THOUGHT..YOU 
WOULD UNDERSTAND. IT 


| THOUGHT YOU 
UNDERSTOOD HOW 
IMPORTANT BEING 0 
LEADER OF MY CLAN BUT WHAT 
YOU'RE TRYING TO DO 
GOES FAR BEYOND 
ТНАТ- 


BEYOND THE 
WARRIOR CODE 
YOU'VE TOLD ME 
ABOUT, TOO. 


HOW CAN YOU 
CONSIDER KILLING 
ALL THE CATS THAT 
WERENT BORN IN ор WHOSE 


ЗЕ FOREST? PARENTS СОМЕ 
FROM DIFFERENT 

С ANS2 ÉS DNS Š 

THAT'S NOT 

| THEIR FAULT! 


So 


50 THAT WAS YOU, 
CREEPING ABOUT IN THE ¥ THE CATS YOURE 


ARKNESS, LISTENING TALKING ABOUT POISON 
INES THAT DIDN'T κ THE CLANS WITH THEIR 
CONCERN YOU. «4 с IMPURE BLOOD! 


HOW CAN : 
WARRIORS ВЕ Y: 
STRONG IF THEY | 
DON'T KNOW WHERE J 
THEIR LOYALTIES 
LIE? 


| DON'T 
THINK THIS IS 
ABOUT MAKING 
LIFE EASIER FOR ᾽ 
THE WARRIORS. | THINK THIS 


IS ABOUT YOU 
WANTING MORE POWER 
THAN YOU CAN HAVE. 
AND | DON'T WANT TO 
BE PART OF THAT. 


Y IF YOU'RE REALLY 
GOING TO KILL THOSE 
CATS, DOESN'T THAT 
MEAN YOU'D HAVE TO 

KILL ME, ТОО? 


THIS IS THE 
BIGGEST MISTAKE 
OF YOUR LIFE, x 
SASHA. 4 Ns 
YOUCOULD N a . 
НАМЕ BEEN MORE Ñ y 
THAN A KITTYPET. YOU 
COULD HAVE BEEN A 
WARRIOR, 


MY HEART HASNT EVER 
BROKEN BEFORE. 


BUT ГО RATHER 
| BE NOTHING THAN 
A MURDERER. 


SSS 


I'M NOT А KITTYPET, BECAUSE 
MY HOUSEFOLK HAVE GONE. 


ІМ NOT A LONER, BECAUSE | 
| DON'T LIKE BEING ON MY 
OWN ALL THE TIME. 


SSS 


TIGERSTAR LOVES POWER AND 
BLOODSHED MORE THAN HE 


LOVES ME. | SEE THAT NOW. BUT.. 


AMI REALLY. 
NOTHING2 


| AND 1 CAN NEVER LIVE Ё 
WITH TIGERSTARIN Ё 
SHADOWCLAN NOW. 


THE PAIN | FEEL VISITS 


UNTIL | HEAR THE ONE THING 
| NEVER EXPECTED. THE ONE 


YOU SO MUCH, 
BEAUTIFUL 
SASHA. 


ІМ SORRY YOU HAD 
TO BE ALONE FOR SO 
LONG. /LL TAKE YOU 

HOME NOW. 


SASHA? 
SASHA, WHERE 
ARE YOU? 


I'M ALL ALONE, AND EVERY SOUND 
IN THE WOODS SEEMS LIKE THE 
GROWL OF A FOX OR A BADGER... 

OR A SHADOWCLAN CAT... 


THERE YOU 
ARE! 


KEN, YOU 
FOUND ME! 


A PERFECTLY 
CRUEL DREAM. 
I COME TO A DECISION МОТ 
LONG AFTER | WAKE. 


THERE'S NOTHING KEEPING ME 
| HERE. | CERTAINLY DON'T BELONG [3 
HERE. | HAVE TO LEAVE... | 


ы KEN. WHEREVER HE |S. 


— р 


IT'S GREAT : 


TO SEE YOU! А 
y | DIDNT THINK YOU 
WERE STILL НЕРЕ-І 

MEAN, | HAVEN'T SEEN 
YOU FOR AGES. «Є 


7 WHERE VE 
YOU BEEN, 
ANYWAY? 


I SMELL 

.{ SOMETHING KIND 

A OF..! DON'T KNOW, 
WEIRD. 


NO WAY AM I TELLING 
HIM ABOUT TIGERSTAR. 


|, AH...!M GLAD | 
RAN INTO YOU, PINE, 
BECAUSE...WELL, | 
NEED TO SAY 
GOOD-BYE. 


РЫР 


AND, HEY, IF YOU'RE N 
WORRIED ABOUT LEAF- 
(11 BARE COMING, | CAN HELP 
YOU, UM, WITH PREY? AND 
М SHELTER? 


PLENTY OF 

FOOD. IF YOU 

KNOW WHERE 
TO LOOK. 


OH NO.... THAT MUST 
BE SHADOWCLAN 
HE'S SMELLING! 


THINKING WE 
MIGHT HUNT 
TOGETHER OR, OR 
SOMETHING LIKE 


THANK YOU, 
PINE. IT'S VERY 
SWEET OF YOU 

TO OFFER. 


BUT | HAVE 
TO FIND MY 
HOUSEFOLK. HIS 
МАМЕ 15 KEN, 
AND... 

Ἐπ 


PLUS, UH, IF YOU'RE Ν 
WORRIED...Y KNOW, ABOUT 
BUMPING INTO ANY CLAN 
САТ5..ТНЕРЕРЕ PLACES | 

CAN SHOW YOU. 


DEEPER IN THE WOODS, SR 
| MEAN. THAT'S THE THING | Se 
ABOUT THEIR BORDERS. THE 
CLANS DON'T CROSS 
THEM MUCH. 


GOOD LUCK, 
SASHA. | REALLY 
HOPE YOU CAN 
FIND HIM. 


y 


AND HE MUST 
BE MISSING ME 
TERRIBLY. 


RIGHT NOW, KEN IS THE 
ONLY PART OF MY LIFE 
THAT MEANS ANYTHING. 


N 


| AVOID EVERYONE | KNOW, BACK 
HERE IN MY OLD TERRITORY. 


ID DIE OF EMBARRASSMENT IF THEY 
FOUND OUT HOW COMPLETELY | 
FAILED TO MAKE A LIFE ON MY OWN. 


| DON'T EVEN WANT 
THE OTHER HOUSEFOLK 
TO SEE ME. 


NLY K 


Ñ THIS IS WHERE | LIVED...BUT 
IT SEEMS SO SMALL NOW! 


do 


BAND IT LOOKS DIFFERENT. 
ЕЙ WHAT'S HAPPENED HERE? 


E. 


Γ IT WHO'S THAT? WHAT'S 
SHE DOING HERE? συ 


Ες 7% 
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о HE CAN'T BE THERE. 
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‚1 KNOW I CAN'T CATCH IT. рт 


DEEP DOWN 
THOSE THINGS GO SO FAR, AND SO FAST! 


AND IT WAS SO LONG AGO. 


BUT...| DON'T HAVE 
ANYTHING ELSE. 


— a 


IT WAS STUPID OF 
ME EVEN ТО HOPE. 


ALL RIGHT..WELL...KEN WENT AWAY 
IN ONE OF THOSE METAL BEASTS. 
AND | SAW WHICH WAY HE WENT. 


| CAN'T EVEN GO BACK TO 
THE WOODS, NOW THAT I'VE 
TOLD PINE GOOD-BYE. 


| WISH | KNEW. 
ae ` 
Жш 


LS НЕҢ 


| Т 
ШЕН | DONT KNOW HOW LONG ) | „= @ Ж/ 
VE BEEN MOVING NOW. чае, 


Р "М HUNGRY...MY PAWS HURT FROM ЕС | 


WALKING ON THESE STONE PATHS... 


50 MUCH...THERE’S SO MUCH HERE | 
ΙΝΕ NEVER SEEN BEFORE...BUT | 
CAN'T STOP. | HAVE TO FIND KEN. 


[| | THE SMELL OF PREY STARTLES 
FA ME SO MUCH, AT FIRST | THINK 
al ҮМ DREAMING AGAIN. 

—= IT'S COMING FROM 


THAT PLACE, 


OH...I'VE 
GOT TO BE 
DREAMING... 


IT'S LIKE A GIANT. FRESH-KILL 
PILE! | HAD NO IDEA HOUSEFOLK 
ATE THIS SORT OF THING! 


:SR 


_JUST A LITTLE 
TINY BIT... 


I WANT TO BUY 
THE KITTY! 


ІМ SORRY, HONEY, 
BUT WE DON'T SELL 
KITTIES. 


GOODNESS 
ME! WHAT A j 2 
LOVELY САТ! 60 HOME, 
THERE'S A 


BUT ` 
SHE DOESN'T > GOOD GIRL. 


BELONG TO ME, 
IM AFRAID. 


| SHOULD'VE KNOWN BETTER. 
PLACE FOR ME. 


MAYBE TIGERSTAR 
WAS RIGHT. 


— 


DIDN'T CARE 7 
THAT HOUSEFOLK FOR THAT ONE, 
ISN'T KEN... š 


IT FITS WELL ΝΗ 
NOUGH. IT'S JUST... Y 
BUT | DO SMELL HIS AHEM..IT SORT OF 
SCENT! | KNOW | DO. I'VE \  SMELLS LIKE 
GOT TO GET CLOSER OLD MAN. 


YEAH, | DONT ` 
BLAME YOU. 


WE GET A LOT OF 
STUFF FROM, LIKE, 
NURSING HOMES, PLACES 
LIKE THAT. 


ARE YOU 
SERIOUS? YOU 
MEAN THESE 

CLOTHES... 


“RIGHT. THE PEOPLE 
THEY BELONGED ТО? 


my THIS DOES BELONG TO 
KEN! | WAS RIGHT! 


AND THERE. THERE 
THAT LITTLE MOLES | 
PUT INIT BY ACCIDENr | 


ЕЁ 


BUT IF THIS IS KEN'S 
JEAN WAS 50 MAD WHEN | DID - E 
IT..BUT KEN JUST LAUGHED, WHY ISN'T HE HERE2 
AND SMILED, AND SCRATCHED N WHERE COULD HE BE? |` 
ME BEHIND MY EARS. 


DEEP ΡΟΜΙΝ..50ΜΕ PART | 
OF ME KNOWS SOMETHINGS | 
WRONG. SOMETHING BAD. | 


YOU'RE NOT 
WELCOME 
HERE. 


N 


7, 


«UNLESS YOU 
WANT TO END 
UP IN FRONT OF 
SCOURGE. 


SCOURGE! THE LEADER 
OF BLOODCLAN! 


| DON'T WANT ANYTHING TO DO 
WITH SCOURGE, OR ANY OTHER 
MEMBERS OF BLOODCLAN. 


| HOPE NEITHER OF THEM 
NOTICES HOW TERRIFIED | AM! 


ON YOUR WAY, 
ALL RIGHT. 


| WAS ONLY 
PASSING THROUGH. 
| DIDN'T MEAN ANY 
OFFENSE. 


'LL JUST BE 
ON MY WAY 
NOW. 


THIS IS THE EDGE 


OF BLOODCLAN ` 


TERRITORY. DON'T 
k... FORGET I: a 


y 


SCAMPER YOUR PRETTY 
LITTLE TAIL OVER TO 
THE OTHER SIDE OF THAT 
PATH RIGHT NOW... 


WE'RE GOING TO 

RIP YOUR HEAD 

RIGHT OFF YOUR 
SHOULDERS! 


| THINK THEY MEAN IT! 
ІМЕ GOT TO RUN...! 


MADE IT... JUST BARELY, 
BUT | MADE IT... 


MRREEERH! 


OH! THAT'S SOMETHING | | 
KNOW ABOUT. 


THAT'S HOUSEFOLK 
FOOD! AND MY STOMACH 
HURTS, ITS SO EMPTY. B 


MAYBE IF | SNEAK IN...DON'T 
LET ANYBODY SEE ME... 
MAYBE | CAN FIND SOME 
SCRAP OF SOMETHING... 


"DID YOU SEE THAT, 
THE WAY SHANNON 


WHAT KIND OF 
4 PLACE IS THIS? ALL 
THOSE HOUSEFOLK 
WERE SO LOUD! 


IT'S TIME TO ADMIT IT 
TO MYSELF. IM NOT 
GOING TO FIND KEN. 
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HIS THINGS WOULDN'T HAVE BEEN THERE 
WITH ALL THOSE OTHER HOUSEFOLK 
CLOTHES UNLESS...UNLESS HE'S...GONE. 


& δὲ 


ШӨ | CAN FEEL MY HOPE 
И FADING ALONG WITH 
THE SUNLIGHT. 


EN 


BUT WHAT DOES THAT 
MEAN FOR МЕ? ІМ NOWHERE. 
| HAVE NOTHING. 


| TRY NOT TO THIN 
BUT... CAN'T HELP IMAGINING THE 


SHADOWCLAN C Т5 RIGHT NOW. 


SNS | 
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SETTLING DOWN FOR 
THE NIGHT...WELL FED... 


„ALL CURLED UP AND 
WARM. AM | EVER GOING 
TO HAVE ANY OF THAT 
AGAIN? WILL | EVER-- 


2 E И | AT LEAST THERE AREN'T ANY 
ὯΝ | or THOSE CRAZY SCREAMING 
WELL ιο HOUSEFOLK AROUND HERE. 


NEVER SEEN ANYTHING |. 
LIKE THIS BEFORE. 


SEEMS HARMLESS 
ENOUGH, THOUGH 


HA! NOW Ty T 
MORE LIKE i ; 


KEN FED ME SOME FISH 
LIKE THIS ONCE, IT’S 
AWFULLY G00D. 


WELL, MAYBE | CAN HAVE J 
WHAT SHADOWCLAN HAS. 
ГМ WELL FED NOW... 


HUH? MORNING? | SLEPT 
HERE ALL NIGHT! 


WHAT'S HAPPENING WITH 
THE FLOOR? WHY'S IT 
SHAKING LIKE THIS? 


ID BETTER JUMP OFF THIS 
THING AND GET TO-- 


г) ` 


WHOA! CHECK 
IT OUT-IT'S A 
CAT! 


Д 


I DON'T KNOW 
WH0 THIS 
TALL, OLD 


Í [HOUSEFOLK Is... 


= 


“IT'S A REAL 


LIVE SHIP'S 


«ВОТ | KNOW IN A 
HEARTBEAT, HE'S THE 
ONE IN CHARGE HERE. 


yo 


SOO 


SS 


` 


o, 


ES τ; 


AND HE'S ANGRY! ANGRY 
AT ME! I'VE GOT TO GET 
OFF THIS THING, BUT... 


SORRY, FOLKS. 
I'LL TAKE CARE 
OF THIS. 


IN YOU GO, KITTY. 
THAT'LL KEEP YOU 
OUT OF THE WAY 
‘TIL WE GET BACK 
TO THE DOCK. 


NOW DON'T MAKE 
ANY NOISE, ALL 
RIGHT? 


UGH...THIS PLACE IS AWFUL. IM 

HOT... AND THIRSTY...AND | FEEL 

SICK FROM THE WAY THIS THING 
SHAKES AND WOBBLES. 


ІП GIVE ANYTHING TO BE BACK 
IN THE FOREST, LYING IN THE WHAT HAVE | GOTTEN 
COOL, FRESH GRASS... MYSELF INTO? 
IG AND HOW DO | GET 
OUT OF IT...2 


—— T 
.BUT WHEN THE HOUSEFOLK FINALLY 
OPENS THE DOOR, THE AIR IS ΤΗΕ | 
SWEETEST I'VE EVER TASTED. 


SHOO, NOW. 


| FEEL SORT OF 
SORRY FOR HIM. 


MAYBE NOT THE KIND OF SAD 
KEN WAS AFTER JEAN WENT 
AWAY...BUT STILL SAD. 


SWAYING UNDERNEATH ME 


үші; 
ш 
ш 
u 
ш 
= 
ш 
52 
< 
= 
= 
> 
2) 
τη 
S 
a 
= 
= 
[к= 


ANY BETTER, THOUGH. | REALLY 
WISH THE GROUND WOULD QUIT 


5 


1, 


Т HELP THINKING THAT 


HE REMINDS ME OF KEN. | CAN 


2222722. 


Г 


TELL HE'S LONELY AND SAD. 


„1 САМ 


WRINKLED FACE... 


' 


I LOOK AT THE HOUSEFOLK 


AS | HATED BEING LOCKED UP... 
OLD 


MUCH 
WHEN 


AT LEAST A LITTLE WHILE 
MORNING, | CAN TAKE SOME 


FOR 
TH EASURE IN HUNTING. 


TURNS OUT THE OLD HOUSEFOLK IS AN 
EARLY RISER, THOUGH. | SHOULD'VE EATEN 
THE MOUSE FASTER. NOW I'M STUCK. 


MAYBE | DON'T HAVE A 
HOME TO EAT IT IN, BUT THIS 
MOUSE IS DELICIOUS. 


TRUTH 15,1 DON'T MIND STAYING 
HERE A LITTLE LONGER. LIVING 
IN TWOLEGPLACE ALL ALONE 

DOESN'T APPEAL TO ME ONE BIT. 


| MISS THE FOREST SO 
N| MUCH! BUT I CAN'T GO 
BACK. | JUST CANT. 


| DON'T FULLY UN 
AS THE MORNING GOES ON, | FIND MYSELF 
WATCHING THE OLD HOUSEFOLK. 


«HE JUST 
LOOKS SO SAD. 


Le 
MAYBE BECAUSE HE DOES 
МАКЕ ME THINK OF KEN. Maye, 


BECAUSE | DON'T WANT TO 60 
BACK TO TWOLEGPLACE. 


щ| 


m CURIOUS ABOUT 


BUT А GOOD NIGHT'S 
SLEEP HAS GOTTEN RID OF 
THE SICK FEELING I HAD 
YESTERDAY...SO I'D BETTER 
GO AHEAD AND LEAVE. 


EY WELL, AS SOON AS 
THIS IS IT! THESE HOUSEFOLK 
THIS IS THE LEAVE, ANYWAY. 


NX RIGHT PLACE! , 


ARE YOU SURE 
ABOUT THIS, DARREL? 
IT DOESN'T LOOK 
VERY...| MEAN, IT’S А 
LITTLE BIT... 


iil 


THE PLACE 
IS A DUMP, 


JUST STAY STILL..STAY Ä ae 
QUIET... THEY'LL NEVER | ee a 


WELCOME TO 
CAPTAIN BANDY'S 
BOATYARD! 

— 


“ARE YOU THE 
MAN WITH THE 


ss А SHIP'S CAT? MY SON'S FRIEND N. 
Е Ὁ 
N SS HAVING A С, 

. nn . d | AT ON IT. 


BEG YOUR 
PARDON? 


HE WOULDN'T REST 
UNTIL WE ALL CAME 
DOWN HERE TO SEE 
THE THING. 


DARRELS JUST ` 
MAD ABOUT PIRATES, | 
YOU SEE. HE'D LOVE 
TOMEETAREAL ; 
SHIP'S CAT. 


AH... THE, AH, THE 
CAT ISN'T HERE. 
THAT WAS A 
MISTAKE 


MAYBE YOU'D 
LIKE A CRUISE 


2 


NOW THAT ТНЕУРЕ 


ALL TALKING TO 


EACH OTHER... 
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LISTEN TO 
HER MEOW! 


! 


E'S THE 
'S CAT: 


THER 
SHIP 
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PLEASE 
PLEASE? 


J| 


CAN 
I PLEASE 


PLEASE, 
WE GO ON THE 
BOAT NOW? 


ІМ NOT SURE WHAT'S 
GOING ON HERE... 


OH...YEAH...SHE’S 
MINE, ALL RIGHT. 
THAT'S MY CAT. 


AREN'T YOU, 
BROWNIE? 


ὼΑΝΡ THIS HOUSEFOLK IS NO х 5 
КЕМ. ҢЕ5 MUCH TOO CLUMSY. MAYBE THIS WON'T 


BE TOO BAD. 
BUT HIS HANDS 
ARE GENTLE. 


OF NICE TO HAVE A 
DE OVER ME AGAIN. 


I DON'T UNDERSTAND MUCH 
OF WHAT HOUSEFOLK MEAN 
WHEN THEY MAKE ALL THEIR 
NOISES. BUT | THINK | HEARD 
THIS ONE'S МАМЕ. 


IM 50 GLAD WE 
DECIDED TO TAKE 
THE TOUR! Ζ 


A 


THERE GOES THAT 
SHAKING AGAIN! 


S0..WHEN THE FLOOR SHAKES 
ON THIS THING--THIS BOAT, 
THEY CALLED IT--THAT MEANS 
WE GO OUT ON THE WATER. 


IT REALLY SCARED 
ME AT FIRST, BUT... 


| THINK | KIND OF 
LIKE THIS! 


BUT IT SURE BEATS. 
BEING ALONE, | 


IT'S FUN, REALLY--SN 
ALL THESE DIFFERENT NS 
SCENTS, FROM ALL SORTS ϱ 
DIFFERENT PLACES. 


I DO LIKE THIS BOAT..AS 
LONG AS | DON'T GET SHUT 
INSIDE THAT HOT, STUFFY 

PLACE AGAIN, ANYWAY. 


IM HAVING SUCH А GOOD TIME, 
WANDERING AROUND THROUGH 
ALL THESE HOUSEFOLK, 
THAT BEFORE I REALIZE ΙΤ... 


BUT NOW THAT EVERYBODY'S 
GOING..| GUESS THAT MEANS 
| HAVE TO GO, ТОО? 


ΥΕΑΗ..ΤΗΕ CAPTAIN'S 
HEADING TO HIS DEN. 


LL TRY NOT TO MAKE 
ANY NOISE WHEN | 
LEAVE THIS TIME. 


WHICH WAY NOW? | MIGHT 
BE ABLE TO FIND MORE NICE 
HOUSEFOLK BACK TOWARD 
TWOLEGPLACE. MAYBE. 


THERE YOU 
ARE. 


RECKON 
Y0U'VE EARNED 
THIS. 


BROWNIE! 


SR 


BROWNIE..THAT'S WHAT 
HE CALLS ME! 


I HOPE YOU'LL 
STAY FOR A 
WHILE. 


T USED TO FINDING M 
At F00D IN THE FOREST. 


I'VE COM 


E TO PREFER IT. 


| SAW HOW 
MUCH YOU LIKED MY 
SWEATER. HERE, IT’S 

YOURS NOW. 


CMON... 
FOLLOW ME, 
THAT'S RIGHT. 


HE'S BEING SO МІСЕ! | JUST B 
HOPE HE DOESN'T WANT ME TO 
STAY IN THAT LITTLE STUFFY | 


PLACE AGAIN! 


«АМО I'VE EVEN GOTTEN USED 
TO THE WAY THE BOAT SWAYS 
A LITTLE ON THE WATER. 


COULD GET USED 
TO THIS... 


PRRRRRRHE 


2 
7 


E FOREST AS MY 
| LOVE IT THERE. 


KOF TH 


HOME NOW. 


I THIN 


lu 
ш 
š = 
s = 
> κά 7 =< 
WOHER 2 = 
4 Бе 
τ bl Ζ (ο 
FO 
4 4 = 
the / Ξ5 
) | Е 
y Ы; ¿Gu 
‚ š EJ 5] о 
"ў L 5293 
δ ES т ы 
я — oF 
= 
Im 
со 


τ 


SORT OF LOSE TRACK OF 
THE DAYS А FOR A WHILE. 


| ΤΗΕ CAPTAIN SEEMS HAPPY 
1 ALMOST ALL THE TIME NOW. 


HE EVEN GOT NEW THINGS TO WEAR. 


HE STILL SMELLS THE SAME, 


THOUGH, AND I'M GLAD ABOUT THAT. 


HOME OF 
BROWNIE 


THE FAMOUS 
SHIPSCAT 


I CAN TELL THE CAPTAIN 
LIKES IT WHEN THERE ARE A 
LOT OF HOUSEFOLK HERE. 


ANO THE HOUSEFOLK LIKE IT WH 
YM HERE. IT'S NOT HARD TO 


J 


|Γ | ONLY WISH THAT KEN AND 


EAN COULD BE HERE WITH ME 


MORE THAN ALL THE NI 
HOUSEFOLK, THOUGH 和 E 
LOVE BEING ON THE ΒΟΆΤΙ 


SN 


BUT IM BEGINNING TO 
LEARN THAT HAPPINESS 
DOESN'T LAST FOREVER. 


LAN TA 
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IM AFRAID I'VE 
BEEN FEEDING 
YOU TOO MANY 
SCRAPS, GIRL! 


YOURE ` 
STARTING TO 

GET ALITTLE 
CHUNKY, 


"AND SO WHEN SOMETHING 
v HIM UNHAPPY, | | 
E RIGHT AWAY. GOOD-FER-NOTHIN' 
FLASHY, DISRESPECTFUL 
LITTLE... SGRUMBLE 
GRUMBLEÉ 


HE DOESN'T LIKE THE FLASHY | 
BOAT. | WONDER WHY? MAYBE 
HE THINKS IT'S TOO LOUD? 


IM WARM. 1 HAVE ALL THE FOOD 
I NEED. THE CAPTAIN LOVES ME. 


BUT WHAT | CAN FEEL IN MY 
274 BELLY NOW JUST MAKES МЕ 
al CERTAINOF WHAT IKNEW Η 
ALL ALONG. 


THE LIFE OF A KITTYPET 
IS NOT MY DESTINY, 


NO...NOT YET. 


THE CAPTAIN 
NEEDS ME. 


WHAT WAS 
THAT...2 


AND THEN A FEW NIGHTS 
LATER, | FIND OUT JUST 
HOW MUCH HE NEEDS ME. 


SS 
STUPDCAT 人 WN 


THOSE HOUSEFOLK 

SHOULDN'T BE HERE! 

ΙΝΕ GOT TO WAKE UP 
THE CAPTAIN! 


PERFECT. 


WHATS THIS? 
WHAT'S GOING ON 
OUT HERE? 


CT) 


ERA 


22 
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Жау, 


=Y HOW DARE 
you! 


S 


KEEP ΑΝ ' 
ЕГІ EYE ОМ ЕМ, 


IM CALLIN’ 
THE COPS! 


_ | ASUSUAL, | HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THE 
2 CAPTAIN MEANS. BUT THESE TWO ТЕР 5ρ THEY'RE МОТ 
| TO HURT HIM, IM PRETTY SURE OF THAT. GOING ANYWHERE. 


I CAN'T THANK 
YOU ENOUGH, 
BROWNIE. 


DO YOU 
RECOGNIZE 
EITHER OF 

THESE MEN? 


τ 


WELL, ILL ΒΕ Y BOTH OF EM WOR 
K 7 4 
SWITCHED! DOWN AT THE LUXURY Ma THAT SENT 


BETS WAN THAT THEYRE VALUABLE FELINE 
THAT NEW PLACE, JUST CHARGED, SIR. À YOU'VE GOT THERE. 
DOWN THE RIVER! | 


OH-HO-HO, 
DON'T THINK | DON'T 
KNOW IT, TOO. SHE'S 

THEY MUST'VE Ñ THE BEST. 
BEEN JEALOUS 


| THINK THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT, |» 
ME ЕНГІ DONT THINK 


WNIE, WED BEST GET 

ОКАР. BR" WAY NOW. THESE NICE 
ο Е ARE GOING TO HOSE OFF 
PEST THAT NASTY GASOLINE. 


C'MON NOW, 
COME UPSTAIRS 
WITH ME. 

HERE... 


HE WANTS ME TO FOLLOW ΗΙΜ.! { 

UNDERSTAND THAT. AND | KNOW | | 

NEED TO MOVE AWAY FROMALL | 
THESE OTHER HOUSEFOLK. 


„ГМЕ GOT SOME % 
HAM FOR YOU. YOU 

LIKE THAT, DON'T 
YOU? YEAH? 


BUT FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 

A LONG TIME, | DON'T JUST 
FEEL LOVED AND SAFE. | κο 
FEEL STRONG. AND UNAFRAID. RN 


AND | WON'T ВЕ SLEEPING 
LIKE A KITTYPET TONIGHT. 
IT'S TIME TO HUNT. 


== 


OKAY, BROWNIE, 
OKAY. | GET IT. YOU JUST \Q 


STAY OUT OF TROUBLE, ж-е 
2 > YOU IN THE 
ALL RIGHT? GH 


'LL SEE 


OLD OR NOT, THE RIDES UP AND 
DOWN THE RIVER ARE STILL 
PEACEFUL, AND KIND OF AMAZING, 


--MORE AND MORE... 
KNOW THIS ISN'T RIGHT. 


BUT EVEN AS TIGERSTAR HAUNTS 
MY THOUGHTS, | REALIZE THAT HE 
NO LONGER HAUNTS MY HEART. 


| ALREADY KNOW WHAT'S IN THE 
SACK. | THINK | KNEW THE MOMENT 
| SAW IT UNDER THE WATER. 


| JUST DON'T KNOW IF 
IT'S TOO LATE OR NOT. | 
HOPE NOT. | HOPE NOT. 


- a 


+ =, 


000H, THAT 
POOR LITTLE 
KITTY! IS IT 


re 


I THINK 50. $ 
BUT JUST | 
BARELY. 4 


і 


GO ON 
GIRL! YOU CAN 
DO IT! I KNOW 
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BEFORE. | DON'T KNOW 


WHAT TO DO. 


BUT AS SOON AS | GET CLOSE 
TO THIS POOR LITTLE HALF- 
DROWNED SCRAP. 


«ТМ.МОРЕ RELIEVED 
THAN | CAN SAY. 


YOU'RE ON A BOAT. 
DON'T WORRY, 


LITTLE ONE, YOU'RE 
SAFE NOW. 


ΤΗΕ CAPTAIN AND THE Lit) Е. 
ONE HAVE ALREADY Fer, | 

| кес THAT'S PLAIN TO SEE. 

/ WHO'D'A 


THOUGHT ID IT MAKES ME HAPPY. | WOULDN'T 
TURN OUT TO BE HAVE WANTED TO TRY TO CARE 
A САТ PERSON? FOR HIM ALL BY MYSELF 


HERE 
WE ARE, 
CHILDREN. 


I THINK ILL CALL 
HIM “PATCH” WHAT 
DO YOU THINK, 
BROWNIE? 


TAIN KEEPS 
MAKING A NEW SOUND. 
PATCH? IS THAT WHAT HE'S 
CALLING THE LITTLE ONE? 


HE'S SO CUTE...AND THE 
CAPTAIN OBVIOUSLY PLANS 
TO KEEP HIM. IT'S RIGHT 
THEN THAT | REALIZE... 


WOW... THIS 
PLACE IS 
AWESOME! 


AT LEAST WHENIH 
TO LEAVE, THE CAPTAN 
WON'T BE ALONE. 


HAHAHA...OR 
MAYBE A NAP 
FIRST. 


ЖҰ. TINY LIVES INSIDE 
m 


| ME..PATCH'S ARRIVAL.. 
OS Ж 


Vy 


„THEY WERE LEADING UP | a 
TO ONE LAST BIG CHANGE... Ё „А CHANGE THAT 
ARRIVES ONE COLD, 
: COLD MORNING, 
N 
N 


THE RIVER'S 
SOLID! 


I'VE ONLY HEARD ABOUT THIS. I'VE 


NEVER SEEN IT. IT'S A LITTLE HARD 
ee ; TO BELIEVE, UNTIL | DO SEE IT. 


BUT THERE IT IS. THE 
WHOLE RIVER HAS 
FROZEN OVER. 


IT'S NOT SOLID, THOUGH. 
THERE'S STILL FRIGID WATER 
UNDERNEATH. | CAN SMELL IT... 


AND | CAN HEAR THE 
CREAKING AS WEIGHT 
SHIFTS ON IT. 


oes Ñ 
PATCH, IT'S NOT SAFE OUT THERE! 


COME BACK TO THE SHORE! 


WELL, CHILDREN... 
<= THAT'S THAT. WINTER'S 
- UPON US. 


= ή 


| 


| KNOW WE CAN'T GO ON BOAT 
TRIPS ANYMORE. AND | KNOW 
THE CAPTAIN WILL HAVE TO 
GO SOMEWHERE ELSE NOW. 


AND EVEN THOUGH | KNEW = 
— J THIS WAS COMING, IT'S HERE [= 
==] FASTER THAN I'D HOPED. | 


| DONT 
GOES WH 
BOAT. SOM 


NOW YOU 60, 
SASHA! 


NOT OF 
JUMPING, 
ANYWAY. 


KNOW WHERE THE CAPTAIN 
EN HE CANT GO OUT ON HIS 
EWHERE WARMER, MAYBE? 


NO, NO. | DON'T 
THINK SO. 


CLUMSY NOW. YOU 
NEVER WANT TO JUMP 


OFF ANYTHING HIGH 
N NYMORE! 
a ÓN 


WHERE ARE WE I DON" 
T KNOW. 
GOING, ANYWAY? WILL BE AN EXCITING NEW 
ADVENTURE, WHATEVER 
HAPPENS. 


| CAN'T WAIT! | 
BET THERE'LL ВЕ 
A LOT OF STUFF 
TO CLIMB! 


WELL, COME Y YOU'RE NOT 
ON, SASHA! _ AFRAID TO JUMP 
° UP ARE YOU? 


- 


WHATRE ` 
YOU TALKING 
AB0UT2 


EVERYTHING 
WILL BE FINE, | PROMISE 
YOU. YOU'LL HAVE THE 
CAPTAIN TO LOOK 

AFTER YOU. 


AND YOU NEED 
TO LOOK AFTER 
HIM, TOO, 


YOU REALLY 


| | CAN'T. 
MEAN IT? YOU'RE IM SORRY, 
NOT COMING LITTLE ONE. 
WITH US? 


BROWNIE? 


AREN'T YOU 
JOINING US2 


YOU TAKE CARE 


OF YOURSELF ALL 
RIGHT? 


THIS IS THE RIGHT 
DECISION. | KNOW IT. 


HE UNDERSTANDS, 
| CAN TELL. 


М 


